March 8, 1096

RECTIVED

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission [ ANSING m ;"’4 1996
1919 M St. NW SCHOOL 7
Washington DC 20554 DISTRICT FCU WiA it RU,C;M

Committed to Quality

RE: MM Docket No. 95-176 e e P
DOCKET FILE ZOMY itzingy
This is in response to the number of people served by closed captioning and those not
served.

Here at Everett High School, 13 students are hearing impaired. Within the Lansing
School District more than 70 students are hearing impaired. and i1 our Ingham
Intermediate School District the number is more than 250

In addition to being necessary for deaf and hard of hearing students to have equal access
to television, videos, and films, captioning has proven beneficial to students with learning
disabilities, those learning English as a second language, and all people who have not
developed reading skills to their full potential. An estimated one-half of the school student
and staff population of 2000 would derive benefit from captioned media. Please see
Appendix I and II for more comments

Regarding Appendix I11, those cable programs that currently provide captioned
programming are greatly utilized by our student and staff here at Everett. We have given
thanks to CNN for CNN Newsroom. Worldview and Discovery for Assignment Discovery
These programs are copyright cleared, and taped and used on a daily basis.

Regrettably, A&E's Classroom_ including ironically a biography on Helen Keller, is not
captioned. A&E is taped regularly for classroom use.

Also not captioned is NICK News, and C-SPAN (lose U/P.

In addition to copyright cleared programs for taping, in classrooms any cable station may
be shown for both learning and entertainment. Frequently programming by ESPN, the
Discovery Channel, and the Learning Channel are not captioned. This represents a great
disservice to students and staff who are deaf or hard of hearing

In addition to network and cable tv programming, the FCC should enforce the rights of
deaf and hard of hearing students and staff to equal access through captioning in all forms

of media programming, including pre-recorded videos and films used by school districts.

Respectfully Submitted.
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